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Adiverse group of newly recruited docents-to-be are in the midst of an
intensive six-month course that immerses them in American Jewish

history from 1654 and takes them through contemporary issues while
teaching them how to explain Jewish history in the context of the ongoing
American encounter with freedom.

The class is comprised of, among others, educators, psychologists, a
neurologist, business owners and lawyers, and an actress. It includes
university students, as well as individuals from a variety of ethnic, religious
and personal backgrounds. The classes were scheduled in the evenings to
enable participation by individuals who work or are in school during the day.

“We sought out a broad range of people for the class because the Museum
itself is committed to serving diverse audiences, and we want our docent
corps to reflect our visitors,” said Ivy L. Barsky, the Museum’s Gwen
Goodman Museum Director and COO. “The great pleasure of this new
class, and of the remarkable group of current docents who joined the
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Who’s Number One? The Museum

New docents being trained at the Museum view an interactive map that illustrates the
rapid population growth, westward migration, and business opportunities that caused
and were caused by technological advances in mid-19th century America.

(continued on page 5)

The National Museum of American Jewish
History turned one-year-old in November, and

former President Bill Clinton sent his birthday
wishes.

“Congratulations for leading the National Museum
of American Jewish History to a very successful first
year. I’m really glad … that you’re committed to
telling the powerful stories of American Jews from
the 1600s to the present day. All Americans can learn
from our shared values and experiences, from immigration
to struggling for success and equal rights. Thank you for
giving us such inspiring stories,” he said via videotape to
supporters at the Museum’s “Look Who’s Turning 1” Gala.

President Clinton was among a number of notable
figures who recorded birthday wishes for the Museum,
among them Dr. Ruth, Diane von Furstenberg, Donald
Trump, Henry Winkler and former NBA basketball player
World B. Free.

Museum Chairman Ron Rubin and his wife, Marcia (left),
greet Sidney and Caroline Kimmel, the Museum’s lead
benefactors.

President Clinton sent the Museum birthday wishes.

Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter (center) congratulates
Gala Co-Chairs Kent Gushner and Lisa Popowich.



President’s Message
Michael Rosenzweig

Students Learn To Guide Visitors
(continued from page 1)

IIn October I had the privilege of participating in
the 10th anniversary celebration of the Jewish

Museum Berlin, which traces the long history of
Jews in Germany. I also spent a day in the German
Historical Museum. Both are amazing museums
and each, in different ways, illuminates the expe-
rience of Jews in Germany over two millennia.

The story of Jews in Germany stands in stark
contrast to the story we tell in our Museum, and
one does not require a visit to these two museums
to appreciate that contrast. The story of America’s
Jews is largely an uplifting one, despite the
struggles Jews experienced from their arrival on
this continent seeking to secure the freedoms
that drew them to these shores. Germany’s Jews,
of course, experienced sustained periods of deep
antisemitism, culminating in the most horrific
chapter of our multi-thousand year history as a
people. What does emerge from visits to the two
German museums, however, is an appreciation for
the amazing resilience of the Jewish people.

Today Germany acknowledges and understands
both its troubling history and the many positive
contributions Jews have made to the world. It
was profoundly moving to hear Chancellor Angela
Merkel, at the anniversary gala for the Jewish
Museum Berlin, acknowledge both that history
and Germany’s appreciation of the Jewish people
and the State of Israel.

The anniversary celebration also illustrated
Germany’s embrace of the Jewish Museum Berlin
itself—it is clearly a national treasure of which
the German government and the German people
are enormously proud. I was impressed (and
frankly humbled) to learn that the Museum
attracts 750,000 visitors annually, the overwhelming
majority non-Jews. We are justifiably pleased to
have attracted 125,000 visitors in our first year of
operation, but the Jewish Museum Berlin reminds
us how much more we can do.

I came away from my visit inspired anew by the
tenacity and perseverance of the Jewish people
and with great pride that our Museum has joined
other great institutions like the Jewish Museum
Berlin in teaching the world about the richness
and importance of the Jewish tradition. Our
Museum and the Jewish Museum Berlin tell very
different stories, but ultimately we both labor to
preserve and perpetuate the precious tradition of
the Jewish people. What a privilege it is to be
doing such important work.

Museum close to two years ago, is that each individual
comes with his or her own life experiences and
insights that they are able to incorporate with visitors.”

Each class begins with a review of the homework
from the previous week’s lesson, followed by a
lecture on American Jewish history. Recent topics
included “Slavery & Civil War, 1854 – 1865” and
“Creating a Community: Language, Education,
Social Services.” Each class concludes with an
interactive experience in the Museum gallery,
where the ideas discussed in the lecture are integrated
with the narrative of the core exhibition.

A team of experts is preparing the new class of
docents for Museum visitors. In addition to
seasoned members of the Museum’s staff, they
include leading historians of

American Jewish history: Dr. Michael Berenbaum,
Director of the Sigi Ziering Institute: Exploring
the Ethical and Religious Implications of the
Holocaust at the American Jewish University in
Los Angeles, where he is also a Professor of Jewish
Studies; Dr. Pamela S. Nadell, the Patrick
Clendenen Chair in Women’s and Gender History
and Chair of the Department of History and
Director of the Jewish Studies Program at
American University; Dr. Jonathan D. Sarna, the

Museum’s Chief Historian and the Joseph H. &
Belle R. Braun Professor of American Jewish history
at Brandeis University; Dr. Beth S. Wenger,
Professor of History and Director of the Jewish
Studies Program at the University of Pennsylvania;
and Dr. Lance J. Sussman, a scholar of American
Jewish history and Senior Rabbi of Reform
Congregation Keneseth Israel, who helped design
the curriculum.

There are also guest lecturers with expertise in
specific areas, such as Dr. Lewis Gordon, Director
of Temple University’s Center for Afro-Jewish
Studies; Jane Anna Gordon, Temple University’s

Associate Director of the
Institute for the Study
of Race and Social
Thought and the
Center for Afro-Jewish
Studies; and Connie and
Joe Smukler, prominent
Soviet Jewry activists.

“We want to give
each docent trainee

the resources to
engage each visitor,”

said Linda Steinberg, the
Museum’s Director of Education and the architect
of the program. “The docent’s task is not to lecture
or repeat a host of historical facts, but to enable
the members of the tours to make their own per-
sonal connections to the story being told.”

One class had an engaging discussion of a letter
President Washington sent in 1790 to Newport,
Rhode Island’s Congregation Jeshuat Israel, following
a letter sent to him by the congregation’s leader
Moses Seixas. Washington’s letter asserted that the
new nation gave “to bigotry no sanction, to
persecution no assistance.” It characterized religious
liberty as “an inherent natural right.” It even hinted
that America itself might become a promised land
for Jews, where “every one (sic) shall sit in safety
under his own vine and fig tree and there shall be
none to make him afraid.”

The conversation that followed demonstrated the
lively nature of the class as well as the pedagogical
lessons being imparted in addition to history. “I
think the construction of the Seixas letter was
brilliant because instead of minimizing Jewishness
or Judaism, which would have been the more
expected route since Judaism was and can be a
liability in some respects, he did the exact opposite
and framed the entire communication in the
construct of the Hebrew Bible,” said one of the
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The Museum’s core exhibition includes a number of
19th century trade cards that reflect a range of Jewish
businesses throughout the country. The cards often
became collectibles.
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YYou get involved with creating an institution
like the National Museum of American Jewish

History because you believe you have an important
story to tell that you want to share with others.
And, if you’re lucky, it’s worthy enough that it will
provide a legacy for future generations.

We believe the Museum is such an institution,
and the responses that have come from our visitors
tell us so. The awards that have come our way
are another form of validation, and icing on the
cake. I’d like to share a few of them with you:

Most recently, the Greater Philadelphia Hotel
Association honored the Museum with its
Headliner Award for its positive effect on tourism
in the region. (To give you an idea of the Museum’s
impact, since opening we have welcomed
approximately 700 groups and more than 200
are booked for future visits.)

Our “Dreams of Freedom” and “Contemporary
Issues Forum” multimedia installations were each
awarded a bronze medal from the American
Association of Museums. The judges said of
“Dreams of Freedom” that “this submission stood
out by achieving great impact using modest
means that were superbly suited to the subject
matter. The blending of form and content showed
exceptional creativity and restraint. An elegant
and novel way to engage the audience.”

Regarding the “Contemporary Issues Forum,” the
judges said, “Panelists were impressed by this
beautifully executed use of technology, retaining
the satisfying physical act of writing on a piece
of paper and giving the act more permanence and
substance in a meaningful way.”

The Museum and its architects have won many
awards for design excellence. Designed by Ennead
Architects (formerly Polshek Partnership), the
Museum has received a National Design Award
and a Distinguished Building Award from the
Society of American Registered Architects. The
Museum and the Ennead design team, led by
James Polshek and Joseph Fleischer, also won a
Design Award of Merit from the Society of
American Registered Architects/New York
Council. In addition, “ENR New York,” a publication
devoted to New York, New Jersey and Connecticut’s
construction marketplace, has recognized the
Museum, Ennead Architects, general contractor

Chairman’s Message
Ronald Rubin

students in the class, Joanne Doades, who works as
a Jewish educator. “Since Washington’s belief
system would have made him very familiar with
the points Seixas was making, Seixas essentially set
the terms of the conversation, and Washington
responded affirmatively.”

But, Washington’s response offered an “imperfect
freedom,” posited David Epstein,
a retired biochemist. “While the
right to worship was assured on
the federal level, it was another
story as to how the individual
states would regard the partici-
pation of Jews in the civil
discourse in the new country.”

Excellent thoughts, remarked
Ms. Steinberg to the class. She
later reminded them, “It’s your
job to hone these stories to
their essence and then com-
municate in such an inspiring
way that visitors will continue
their explorations after their
Museum visits.”

Following the discussion about
Washington’s letter, Rabbi
Sussman took the students
through what he called “the German period” in
American Jewish history, essentially from the early
1800s to the end of the Civil War.

Rabbi Sussman’s lecture was followed by a visit to
the “Innovation and Expansion” gallery on the
Museum’s fourth floor. There, Assistant Curator
Ivy Weingram and Curatorial Assistant Shira
Goldstein explained how the gallery amplifies the
period of American Jewish history discussed by
Rabbi Sussman through artifacts and the Museum’s
interactive technology.

“I’m interested in the remarkable history of people
in this country,” said student Natalie Hess, who
came to the United States in 1952 as a displaced
person and who is a child survivor of Ravensbrück
concentration camp. “It’s a highly dramatic story,
it’s a fascinating story and I feel very privileged to
be able to take the class,” she said.

“When I first visited, the exhibition captivated me,
particularly the gallery about immigration,” said
classmate Nathan Taraska, a teacher in Washington
Township, N. J., about his motivation for becoming
a docent. “My mom’s grandfather was born on a
boat on the way to the U.S. from Italy and we
know that because the captain was a witness.

“This Museum tells the story of what this country
is all about. It will be fun to give the presentation
to visitors.”

Docent-in-training Dorit Amos learns about Jewish immigrants who went West.
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Docent Lillian Hassman enjoys an exchange with 11th graders from
M’kor Shalom Hebrew School in Cherry Hill, N.J. at the tenement
section of the Museum’s exhibition.

For information about planning your
public school, private school, parochial

school, Jewish day school, college and other
school, camp or youth experiences, please
see the Museum's Education web page or
call an Education Specialist at 215.923.3811
x 123.

Schools unable to visit the Museum due to
transportation, admission or program fees
will be subsidized totally or in part through
the Bronfman Scholarship Fund.

For information on arranging a group visit,
please call 215.923.3811 x 141 or visit
www.nmajh.org/groupvisits. Group Sales
offers discounted admission to groups of 15
or more people, and arranges guided tours
for groups large or small.
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Monty Hall has made a deal with the
Museum. Mr. Hall, the entertainer and

long-time host of the television game show
Let’s Make a Deal, and his wife, Marilyn,
recently made a donation in addition to
becoming members of the Museum.

“It’s fairly obvious why I would support the
Museum. If you are a proud Jew, you want your
history to be evident and to be available to your
children and grandchildren,” Mr. Hall said.

He credits his mother as a source of his
connection to Judaism. “My mother was
national vice president of Hadassah in
Canada. Everything I got, I got from her: My
love for Judaism, Zionism and show business
came from her—she was an entertainer.”

Mr. Hall has spoken in many states to raise
money for federations and for Israel Bonds.
His charitable and philanthropic activities
have brought him more than 500 awards.
Over the years, Hall has raised more than $1
billion for charity.

Mr. Hall and his wife are two of more than
20,000 people who have supported the
Museum through membership and donations.

Visit the Museum’s website for information
about becoming a member and the benefits
provided at each level of support, or call the
Development Office at 215.923.3811 x 106.

For information on ways to participate in the
Museum’s Annual Fund, contact the Museum’s
Development Office at 215.923.3811 x 131
or via email at cweissbach@nmajh.org.

Hosting 4,700 episodes of Let’s Make a Deal

was just the tip of the entertain-
ment iceberg for Hall. Among
his many other accomplishments,
Hall headlined in Las Vegas and
starred in his own variety show
specials on ABC. In 1973, he was
honored by having his star
placed in the Hollywood Walk of
Fame.

Though Hall spent the first 25
years of his life in Canada, he
moved to the U.S. in 1955. “This
country gave me the opportunity
to succeed,” he said.

Museum Picked for
Legacy Project
TThe National Museum of American Jewish

History has been selected by the Jewish
Federation of Greater Philadelphia to participate
in the Areivim Legacy Community Project. The
Project is a two-year effort to enable North
America’s Jewish communities to build legacies for
their Jewish organizations and institutions by
working collaboratively to show donors the
importance of planned giving in securing the
Jewish future.

Federation was chosen by the Areivim Legacy
Community Project, a coalition of major Jewish
philanthropists from around the country, to be one
of six pilot communities to receive funding and
technical support to implement this legacy curriculum;
the Museum is one of 14 institutions and synagogues
selected by Federation to be a local participant.

This program, whose aim is to raise the Jewish
community’s awareness about the importance of
planned giving through the Areivim Legacy
Community Project, was developed by the Areivim
Philanthropic Group, a Jewish Funding partnership
established by Birthright Israel Co-Founder
Michael Steinhardt and the late William Davidson.

“We are deeply honored to have been chosen as an
Areivim participant,” said Michael Rosenzweig,
the Museum’s President and CEO. “The Museum
has an important role to play in both preserving
the history of Jews in America and helping to
ensure an engaged and informed Jewish community.
Areivim’s recognition of our ability to help shape
the Jewish future is testament to the Museum and
its supporters.”

The two-year grant from the Areivim Philanthropic
Group will allow the Federation to work with the
14 partners to develop legacy plans and goals,
provide ongoing coaching, create community-wide
Areivim marketing materials and develop long-
range legacy building beyond the initial two-year
program. Incentive grants will be awarded to all
Areivim participants that reach their goal.

“As the Museum plans for the future, it is important
that we secure legacy gifts to support our long-term
success and sustainability,” Mr. Rosenzweig said.

To learn more about supporting the Museum,
including planned giving opportunities, contact
Cobi Weissbach, the Museum’s Associate
Director of Development, at 215.391.4651 or
cweissbach@nmajh.org.

MEMBERSHIP

Show Business Legend Monty Hall
A Prized Museum Member

Monty Hall with Israeli politician Moshe Dayan.
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INTECH Construction and construction
manager Becker & Frondorf with an Award
of Merit for a Cultural Center.

Philadelphia’s General Building Contractors
Association gave the Museum, INTECH and
Ennead Architects (formerly Polshek
Partnership) an award for the best industrial
/institutional project over $5 million.

The Museum was chosen as the ACE Project
of the Year by the ACE Mentor Program.
The ACE program said the Museum
exemplified a truly successful collaboration
between the arts community and the
construction industry working together to
develop a vital project that will positively
affect the community for generations. ACE
is a unique partnership among industry
professionals in fields such as architecture,
interior design, environmental and civil
engineering and other professionals from
related corporations and professional
organizations, all of which work together to
attract young people to their professions.

The Museum was one of four institutions to
which Heritage Preservation, The National
Institute for Conservation gave awards for
its “MayDay” programming. Our Curatorial
Department was recognized for creating a
“Pocket Response Plan” that addresses the
safety of artifacts in our exhibitions and
stored collections.

The Direct Marketing Association of
Washington awarded the Museum and its
direct mail marketing partner, The Lukens
Company of Arlington, Va., a Gold Award
“recognizing excellence, innovation and
results in direct marketing.”

A contractor at our November 2010 opening,
EventQuip, won an Achievement Award of
Excellence from the Industrial Fabrics
Association International for a party tent
rental of more than 300 square meters.
About the project, EventQuip wrote, “The
result of this project was a very successful
installation that allowed us to be a key player
in a high-profile, national historic event.”

While it’s nice to receive awards, our main
objective is to create a memorable experience
for people from all communities. We want
them to come and learn from our exhibitions
and programs and return with their friends
and families so that they, too, can enjoy
what we have created.

Chairman’s Message

Enjoying the Gala (from left) are
Bertram and Barbara Ellick;
Michael Rosenzweig, Museum
President and CEO; and Shelli
Bank.

Ivy L. Barsky (left), the Museum’s Director, with (from
left) Mindy Gushner, Gala Co-Chair Kent Gushner, and
their sons Andrew and Alex.

One-Year Gala
The Gala and accompanying Album highlighted
events, milestones and accomplishments of the
Museum’s first year. It was the first Gala held in the
Museum’s fifth-floor beautiful event space which
includes the Robbi and Bruce Toll Terrace overlooking
Independence Mall. The room was adorned with
shimmering linens and gorgeous hydrangea, purple
orchids, tulips and roses, which helped to create a
sophisticated and elegant celebration.

“In addition to being a time for the Museum
‘family’ to celebrate, the Gala raised more
than $660,000, said Ivy L. Barsky, the
Museum’s Gwen Goodman Museum Director
and COO. “These funds help support the
educational mission of the Museum.”

In her remarks, Gala Co-Chair Lisa
Popowich was encouraged that she and
fellow Co-Chair Kent Gushner both had
three generations of their families at the
event. It’s important for the next generation
to support the Museum, she said, as they
will be its future leaders.

Flora Becker dances with the Honorable
Harold Berger, a Museum Trustee.

Gala Co-Chair Lisa Popowich with her husband, Jonathan
Stein, and their son Ben. Ms. Popowich is a Museum Trustee.

(continued from page 3)

(continued from page 1)

Cyma and Ed Satell.



Left to right: Museum Trustee Mitchell Morgan and Hilarie Morgan with
Pamela and David Berkman.

Jill and Jon Powell.

Larry Kaiser and Lindy Snider make it a point to have a good time at the Gala.

Photography by Susan Beard Design

Margie and Jeffrey Honickman.
Mr. Honickman is a Museum Trustee.

Gala guests included (from left) Ann Sorgenti, Museum Trustee Sonny
Mandell, Miriam Mandell and Harold Sorgenti.

Susanna Lachs Adler (left) with Museum
Trustee Phil Darivoff and his wife, Betsy.

Chef Michael Solomonov.
Mr. Solomonov and other culinary masters helped create the Gala menu.

Connie and Joe Smukler, a Museum
Trustee.



Jane and Leonard Korman at the Gala with Museum Trustee Lyn M.
Ross (right).

MMore than 200 supporters attended the Young Friends Gala held simultaneously
with the Museum Gala. Chaired by Jennifer Toll Schulman and Brett

Schulman, the Young Friends represent the next generation of Museum supporters.

Lynne and Harold Honickman.

Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer and Joe Neubauer.

Tracey and Shanin Specter.

Harriet Weiss
(left) with
Debra Cohn.

Museum Executive Director Emerita Gwen
Goodman and Alan Goodman.

Museum Trustee Joe Zuritsky with
his wife, Renee. Ron and Jayne Perilstein (left) with Marian and Norman Wolgin.
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We invite you to join the Museum in
the months ahead for provocative,

thought-provoking and fun programs that
will immerse participants in 350 years of
American Jewish history and look toward
the future.

JANUARY

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY

Monday, Jan.16 – FREE
Museum hours: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

The Museum will be open and free with family-
friendly activities for Dr. King’s birthday. Please
join us as we celebrate the legacy of this
American icon.

AN AMERICAN PERSPECTIVE:
ACTION AND INACTION IN
WORLD WAR II

Thursday, Jan. 26 – 6:30 p.m.

NMAJH historian Dr. Michael Berenbaum will
share his vast knowledge of World War II and the
Holocaust, explore the American perspective and
response, and provide insight into how those
areas of the Museum were curated.

Dr. Berenbaum specializes in the conceptual
development of museums and the development of
historical films. Among his many leading roles in
U.S. Holocaust scholarship and education, he is
Director of the Sigi Ziering Institute: Exploring
the Ethical and Religious Implications of the
Holocaust at the American Jewish University in
Los Angeles, where he is also a professor of Jewish
Studies. He has also served as President and Chief
Executive Officer of the Survivors of the Shoah
Visual History Foundation, Director of the United
States Holocaust Research Institute and Museum
Project Director at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum, overseeing its creation.

Members $5
Non-members $10

FEBRUARY

GETTING AHEAD: IMMIGRANTS,
BUSINESS, AND ETHNIC IDENTITY

Thursday, Feb. 9 - 6:30 p.m.

Beth S. Wenger, NMAJH historian and Professor
of History and Director of the Jewish Studies
Program at the University of Pennsylvania, will
moderate a group of leading scholars engaged in a
broad consideration of immigrants and business,
specifically focusing on Italians, Jews, Koreans, and
others, and exploring these diverse immigrant expe-
riences in comparative context. Reception to follow.

Panelists include:
Hasia Diner, Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg
Professor of American Jewish History; Director of
the Goldstein Goren Center for American Jewish
History, New York University.

Jennifer Lee, Professor of Sociology at the
University of California, Irvine; Visiting Scholar
at the Russell Sage Foundation (2011-12).

Diane Vecchio, Professor of History, Furman
University.

Presented in partnership by the Museum and the
University of Pennsylvania’s Jewish Studies
Program, this discussion will explore and draw
connections between key themes of the American
Jewish experience and broader dimensions of
American history and culture.

Supported by the Arlene and Stanley Ginsburg Family
Foundation

Free for Members, Penn students and faculty
with valid ID, $8 Non-members

MARCH

SOSÚA: DARE TO DANCE,
directed by Liz Swados

Sunday, Mar. 4 - 3 p.m.

Sosúa is an original musical
based on the story of
European Jews who
escaped Germany prior to
the Holocaust and found
refuge in the seaside town
of Sosúa in the
Dominican Republic.

This performance, directed by
the renowned Liz Swados, promotes cross-cul-
tural understanding and brings together a multi-
cultural cast of contemporary American youth
who help to make these historical events relevant
to their lives today, each in his or her unique
way. A talk-back with the cast will follow. Sosúa is
appropriate for children 10 and up.

Members and children 12 and under $5
Non-members $10

FOUNDATIONS OF FREEDOM: THE
LASTING IMPACT OF EXODUS

Thursday, Mar. 22 – 6:30 p.m.

As we approach Passover, the most widely
observed Jewish holiday in the U.S., we are
joined by two powerhouse scholars and authors
who will reflect upon the theme of freedom in
the Book of Exodus, and explore its relevance to
contemporary Jewish social consciousness.

Samuel G. Freedman

is an award-winning
author, New York Times
columnist, and professor
at Columbia University.
He is the author of six
acclaimed books, including
Jew vs. Jew: The Struggle
for the Soul of American
Jewry (2000), and is

currently at work on his seventh book, The Big
Game: Football and Freedom in the Civil Rights
South. He was a regular columnist on American
Jewish issues for the Jerusalem Post from 2005 until
2009, and has written for such other Jewish
publications as Tablet, the Forward, Azure, and the
Jewish Week.

Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Riskin, Founder and
Chancellor of Ohr Torah
Stone Colleges and
Graduate Programs and
Founding Chief Rabbi of
Efrat, Israel, is an educa-
tor, speaker, and author,
internationally renowned
for his innovative educa-
tional and social action
programs. His contributions

have made him one of the leading voices of
today’s Modern Orthodox world. In addition to
the great strides Ohr Torah Stone has made in
generating Jewish societal change, Rabbi Riskin
also served as the Founding Rabbi of Lincoln
Square Synagogue in New York, where, during
his tenure, the synagogue pioneered the first
women’s Advanced Talmud Study Program, the
first synagogue service conducted for women by
women (in 1971), and early activism on behalf of
Soviet Jewry.

Sponsored by the Melvin N. & Eunice A. Miller
Foundation

Members $5
Non-members $10
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COMING OF AGE IN AMERICA
SSAAVVEE TTHHEE DDAATTEESS

In recognition of the 90th anniversary of the first American
bat mitzvah, which took place on March 18, 1922, the
Museum is presenting a two-day series of programs that invite
the public to engage in an intergenerational dialogue about
tweenhood and coming-of-age in America.

The programs are also being held in conjunction with the
opening of a panel exhibition, Bat Mitzvah Comes of Age, at the
JCC of Manhattan. Created with Moving Traditions, the
exhibition explores how the tradition of bat mitzvah has
evolved and the related changes in Jewish education, practice
and leadership.

OOnn SSuunnddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1188,, vviissiittoorrss ccaann eennjjooyy::

• Collect-o-Rama: Bring in your bat mitzvah artifacts and
have a curator discuss its meaning and have it considered
for the Museum’s collection.

• Specially designed Women’s History Tours

• Share your bat mitzvah and other family stories in the
Museum’s It’s Your Story™ recording booth.

• Young women can participate in a tallis silk screening
workshop with The Fabric Workshop and Museum

OOnn SSuunnddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 2255

• Collect-o-Rama

• Women’s History Tours

• It’s Your Story™

• A Panel Discussion on bat mitzvah and coming of age,
featuring leading scholars on Jewish ritual and rites of
passage.

A keynote address by Mayim

Bialik, best known for her por-
trayal of the title role on the
1990s television sitcom
Blossom, and her current, criti-
cally acclaimed role as Amy
Farrah Fowler on the hit sit-
com, The Big Bang Theory.

Ms. Bialik will share with
participants her experiences
as a young, Jewish woman
both on and off the set of
Blossom, discuss her
endeavors in the academic

and entertainment worlds, and explore how
her Jewish background and studies inform her work today.

Additional details and ticketing will be posted at
nmajh.org/publicprograms as they become available.

Funded by the Pennsylvania Humanities Council and the
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation

US EUM PROGRAMS

Travel Facts, Travel Fictions, and
the Performance of Jewish Identity
The past decades have seen the emergence of an intense interest in the subject

of travel as a complex range of practices and representations. The inherent
richness and diversity of the evidence, texts, and materials related to Jewish travel
make the Museum a perfect venue to engage scholars from a broad range of
disciplines and periods in a critical dialogue.

PENN LECTURES IN JUDAIC STUDIES

JEWISH MEMORIES AND CHRISTIAN TRAVELERS
IN THE HOLY LAND, 300–1600

Adam Beaver, Princeton University
Wednesday, Jan. 18

JEWISH TOURISM TO GERMANY AFTER
THE HOLOCAUST

Nils Roemer, University of Texas, Dallas
Wednesday, Feb. 15

TOUR GUIDING AS JEWISH-ISRAELI
IDENTITY PRACTICE

Jackie Feldman, Ben-Gurion University
Wednesday, Mar. 28

All programs are FREE and take place at the
Museum at 6:30 p.m.
Advance registration is suggested.

Presented with the Herbert D. Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies at the University
of Pennsylvania

For more information about the Penn Lectures in Judaic Studies 2012 Spring
Lectures visit http://katz.sas.upenn.edu/.

For winter program details and to purchase tickets, visit online at
www.nmajh.org/publicprograms. Questions? Call 215.923.3811 x 110.

Mayim Bialik



The Museum is proud to feature an exhibition of
new photography by Israeli artist Tal Shochat.

Featuring stunning images of trees from Shochat’s In
Praise of a Dream series, the exhibition will open, on
the concourse level, in time to usher in Tu B’Shevat
(the Festival of Trees), which begins the evening of
Tuesday, Feb. 7. As the Jewish holiday cycle turns to a
celebration of nature, Shochat’s large-format photo-
graphs serve as a dramatic reminder of human respon-
sibilities to the environments in which we live, accord-
ing to Dr. Josh Perelman, the Museum’s Chief Curator
and Director of Exhibitions and Collections. At the
same time, they invoke questions of rootedness, about
Jews’ millennial history as a diaspora people and their
relationships to the homelands in which they have
chosen to settle, he said.

Visitors to the Museum in January will also have the
opportunity to see an original program from the 1963
March on Washington, exhibited in honor of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day. The program is displayed near
the entrance of the Museum as part of an ongoing
initiative to highlight artifacts from the collection
which relate to major events in American and
American Jewish life.

And coming to communities throughout America is
Bat Mitzvah Comes of Age, a traveling exhibition
featuring the remarkable story of how, in less than a
century, individual girls, their parents and their rabbis
challenged and changed communal values and
practice. Co-presented with the Museum and Moving
Traditions, a national organization based in
Philadelphia and acclaimed for its gender-based
educational programming, the exhibition will debut in
March at the JCC of Manhattan and then travel
around the country.

For information about bringing this exhibition to
your community, please contact Assistant Curator Ivy
Weingram at iweingram@nmajh.org.

New On View

Atiny, beautiful bird is patiently
perched atop the silver Kiddush

cup. Floral patterns and tinier birds
are etched into the surface of the
saucer and adorn the sides of the
vessel.

The three-piece Kiddush cup was
commissioned by Yeheskel Ben Aziz,
for his daughter, Violette, after her
birth in Baghdad in 1926. He
commissioned a silversmith to make
Kiddush cups for all seven of his
children.

“It was a part of herself and her
upbringing,” said Sidney Fingerhood,
who married Violette in 1965. The
two met while Violette, who had
moved to Palestine and changed her
name to Sigalit after Israel’s inde-
pendence was declared, was in the
United States on a visiting nurse
program. “We used it almost every
Friday night. It was part of our
Shabbat tradition,” he said.

After Sigalit’s death in 1998, Mr. Fingerhood
continued to use the cup, off and on, and
for holidays.

Recently, Mr. Fingerhood, of Ardmore, Pa.,
donated the precious object to the Museum.

While he said he wanted people to see the
handicraft of Iraqi Jews, he also “thought it
would be a fitting place. I know presenting
it to the Museum would have some sort of
meaning for people,” he said.

“It is a privilege to display
this unique item in the
Museum,” says Dr. Josh
Perelman, the Museum’s
Chief Curator and Director
of Exhibitions and
Collections. “Small, lovely,
filled with meaning, it
brings to life the remarkable
story of Mizrachi and
Sephardic immigrants from
the Middle East, whose
history is such an important,
and not often told, compo-
nent of our American
Jewish history.”

The Kiddush cup and other artifacts recently
acquired by the Museum are exhibited in
an exhibition case of the first floor.

A Vessel For Museum Stories
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Tal Shochat, Rimon (Pomegranate), 2010, C-Print, 48.25 x 51
inches, Courtesy of Andrea Meislin Gallery, NY.

Sidney Fingerhood with the Kiddush cup he donated to
the Museum.

Detail of Kiddush cup.



Chaplains Honored
Dan Ocko, of the Four
Chaplains Memorial Chapel
Foundation, speaks at a
Museum program honoring
fallen Jewish military chaplains. The Museum hosted a new memorial dedicated to
the 14 chaplains who died while on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces and was
one of a select number of venues on the East Coast that displayed this memorial
plaque prior to its formal dedication on Chaplains Hill at Arlington National
Cemetery. Veterans representing various Jewish War Veteran posts attended the
memorial ceremony.
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“You may now kiss the bride.”

That’s a phrase being heard with increasing frequency
at the Museum as it hosts more and more weddings
in our 5th floor ballroom.

“We felt the room for our wedding reception was
just so elegant,” said one recent bride, Meredith
Soble. “The Museum evoked a feeling of Jewish
pride and we and our guests enjoyed being
surrounded by the history the exhibition conveys.
It was just perfect.”

“In addition to weddings, the Museum is a wonderful
place to celebrate the bar or bat mitzvah of your
son or daughter. Our stylish event space is perfect

Here Come the
Brides (and Grooms)

RECENT PROGRAMS

In recent months, the Museum has held a wide range of programs, from a dance performance
and lecture to a celebration of the Statue of Liberty’s 125th birthday. Museum programs

explore the more than 350 years of the American Jewish experience.

Dance Program

Lazarus’s Life Explored
Emma Lazarus biographer Esther Schor
(right) converses with Melissa Martens,

curator of the Emma Lazarus: Poet of
Exiles exhibition at the Museum of

Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to
the Holocaust in New York. The program,

Only in America®: Emma Lazarus, was
held in honor of the 125th birthday of

the Statue of Liberty and explored
Emma Lazarus’ life.

Eli Evans
Eli N. Evans (right) meets with Museum President and CEO
Michael Rosenzweig (center) and Congregation Beth Am
Israel Rabbi David Ackerman before his recent talk on southern
Jewry at the Museum, Reflections of a Jewish Southerner.
Beth Am Israel presented the program with the Museum. The
program was supported by the Charles & Esther Lee
Kimerling Charitable Foundation.

Dancer Hadas Segal performed Martha
Graham’s Kaddish at I Dance Because I

Wanted To Say Something, during which
choreographer, dancer and scholar Judith

Bring Ingber spoke on the history of
Jewish dance in America.

Audience members learned a dance at the
end of the program.

Cliff
M

autner
Photography

Photos by George Feder

Emma Lazarus is one of the
first 18 Jewish Americans to
be included in the Museum’s
Only in America® Gallery/Hall
of Fame. The poet wrote, “Give
me your tired, your poor, your
huddled masses yearning to be
free,” inscribed on the
pedestal of the Statue of
Liberty.

for any occasion, from fashionable private parties
to dynamic business events,” according to Ellen
Weiss, Facilities Rental and Event Planning
Manager.

The Museum features 20,000-square feet of
multipurpose event space on five floors, a state-
of-the-art 200-seat theater, convenient parking,
and a spectrum of support services. We also offer
a spectacular view of Independence Mall from the
Robbi and Bruce Toll Terrrace.

To view the Museum’s event spaces, contact
Ellen Weiss at 215.923.3811x 143 or
eweiss@nmajh.org.

Meridith Soble-Gevurtz and Michael Gevurtz dance at
their wedding held on the Museum’s 5th floor ballroom,
which the couple decorated in elegant fashion.



Broken Wedding Glasses Become Heirlooms
Acouple is united in

marriage, and the end
of the ceremony is signaled
by the sound of breaking
glass under the chuppah,
followed by exuberant
mazel tovs from the guests.

Twenty years ago Fay Miller
was at the wedding
of her niece, Kim,
when her husband,
Jim, commented
that it was a shame
that no one did
anything to
memorialize the
shards of broken
wedding glass.

Thus inspired, she
founded Shardz
Studio, whose work
is exhibited and
sold at the Museum
Store.

Collaborating with
California glass artist Richard Silver, Ms. Miller
offers glistening jewel-toned glass vessels in

satin pouches as an alternative to clear stemmed wine
glasses or light bulbs commonly used in wedding
ceremonies. After the wedding, the broken glass is
returned to Shardz, where every year the studio creates
more than 1,000 mezuzot, Kiddush cups, menorahs and
candle sticks, incorporating the glass shards into their
designs. The pieces are meticulously created one at a
time to preserve the integrity of the couple’s glass.

The wedding vessels are often sold with accompanying
gift certificates for the finished Judaica piece.

“They are the first recommendation we make to
customers looking for deeply meaningful and symbolic
wedding gifts,” said Kristen Kreider, the Museum’s
Director of Retail Operations. “These pieces become
immediate family heirlooms.”

The Museum Store caters to the bride- and groom-to-be
by offering an online bridal registry, an intimate
Ketubah gallery with several hundred Ketubah examples
and a wide range of gifts for the wedding party. Ms.
Kreider can be reached at 215.923.0262 or by email at
kkreider@nmajh.org for personalized wedding services.

In addition, the Museum Store offers an upscale
collection of traditional and contemporary Judaica,
books, and NMAJH logo items. Shop in person or
browse items online at judaicashop.net.

DISTINCTLY JEWISH. UNIQUELY AMERICAN.

101 South Independence Mall East
Philadelphia, PA 19106-2517
215.923.3811 • www.nmajh.org

Michael Rosenzweig
President and CEO

Ivy L. Barsky
Gwen Goodman Museum Director and COO

Jay Nachman
Public Relations Director
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To subscribe to the Museum’s E-Newsletter, visit
www.nmajh.org.

To make a contribution, call 215.391.4651.

For information about the Museum, call 215.923.3811.
The Museum recently celebrated the 100th birthday of
award-winning journalist, humanitarian and trailblazer

Dr. Ruth Gruber. The program, Ruth Gruber: A
Centenary Celebration, featured a screening of the

acclaimed documentary about her life, Ahead of Time,
and included remarks from the centenarian, whose

birthday was on September 30.

Joining Dr. Gruber (seated) at the Museum’s Dell Theater
(from left) are executive producers of Ahead of Time,

Patti Kenner and Doris Schechter, and Ivy L. Barsky, the
Museum’s Gwen Goodman Director and COO.

Photograph
by

Ilana
Blum

enthal
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Entwined Ring
Mezuzah made with
broken glass in the

design.

These jewel-toned glass vessels are broken at
wedding ceremonies and used to create
customized Judaica.

This Kiddush cup has broken
glass in the stem.
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